122       THE   INDIAN  SCENE
could put it would be to sit on it. The subjugation of these wild valleys would no doubt be a possible enterprise, but now that the tribes have got themselves armed with modern rifles it would be considerably more difficult than, say, twenty years ago; and the task of administering them according to British ideas of law and justice would be expensive and difficult. However remorselessly they may war with each other, they will undoubtedly unite in defence of what they are firmly convinced is the one and only free, independent and democratic mode of existence. Moreover, if we advanced our administrative boundary to the Durand line we should immediately become responsible for keeping the peace between the tribes and Afghanistan, into which, as occasionally into British territory, they are in the habit of raiding, when the pinch of hunger becomes too severe. There are other grave objections to pushing forward to